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PRESS RELEASE 

THE 2011 EDITION OF LES RESPIRATIONS 
 

 
AIR IS WELL WORTH A SYMPOSIUM 
 
Eating, drinking and breathing are vital needs. We can choose the food that we eat and the 
beverages that we drink, but one thing we cannot choose is the 15.000 litres of air that we 
breathe in on a daily basis. Not being able to touch the air makes us forget it’s there and yet, 
whether pure or polluted, we have no other choice than to breathe in the air around us.  
French legislation on air states first and foremost that each citizen has the right to breathe in 
air that will not damage his or her health. Our question is: what is really happening? The 
issues of air quality and its impact on our ecosystem, our health and the economy of our 
planet are key to the future of mankind.  
 
 
 
KEY ATTRIBUTES OF LES RESPIRATIONS 

 
- A yearly event targeting specific issues: The scale of topics such as pollution, global 
warming and ecology is far too big to be comprehensively addressed in one symposium. 
That is why we have made the deliberate choice to focus 'Les Respirations' exclusively on 
issues of air quality and its impact on our ecosystem, our climate, our health and the 
economy of our planet.  
 
 - Legitimacy: 'Les Respirations' were created before the Grenelle de l'environnement (a 
French round table of government representatives and organizations to draw up a plan of 
action to tackle environmental issues).  While these days many people have jumped on the 
ecology bandwagon, our symposium draws its legitimacy from its results:   
More than 300 scientific presentations/ a 7th edition in the works/ the involvement of the 
best experts in their field/ an international scope... 
 
- A multidisciplinary symposium: Our society's issues are multifaceted.  Why would air 
quality issues be any different? For that reason, via a series of targeted presentations, we 
have chosen to gather in one place representatives of the fields of medicine, science, 
business, politics, NGOs and students. 
 
-A recognized symposium: Les Eco-Maires (a French association of mayors making it a 
priority to tackle environmental issues) have presented 'Les Respirations' with an award 
during a ceremony organised at the Assemblée Nationale, the French Chamber of 
Representatives. Philippe Sueur, Mayor of Enghien-les-Bains and Jean-Claude 
Durousseaud, Founder of 'Les Respirations' received this honour from Isabelle Autissier, 
President of the WWF.  
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THE OXYGEN AWARDS: A FESTIVE EVENING FOR THE GENERAL POPULATION 
 
TV personality Jérôme Bonaldi is the event’s patron. This evening is the perfect opportunity 
to make the scientific information accessible to the general public.  It is also a good way to 
close the symposium and shed light on the businesses and cities who are taking practical 
measures to improve air quality.     
 
 
 
THE 2011 EDITION OF LES RESPIRATIONS  
 
One of the key presentations of the 2011 edition is a full session entirely dedicated to the 
theme 'Carbon Clean the City' with speakers on Low Emission Zones (LEZ), the plan to 
tackle particle pollution, the policies on construction, urban development and transports and 
the Euro IV norm.  As we do every year, we will also dedicate a session to the theme of Air 
Quality and Health. It will be the opportunity to take a closer look at the pathologies caused 
by poor air quality and observe the consequences of what happened in Fukushima, six 
months after the disaster. 

 
 

 
A RESPONSIBLE SYMPOSIUM 
 
Organising a symposium such as 'Les Respirations' made us want to take a step further. 
That is why we launched the two following operations in addition to the symposium.   
  
THE 21st CENTURY SCHOOL 
The younger generation is more sensitive to the issues of ecology and sustainable 
development. Thanks to the involvement of 'Les Respirations', Notre-Dame school decided 
to join Boston Latin School* in an innovative campaign placing the students at the very heart 
of renovation of their school buildings. After planning their project, BLS students are now 
fund-raising. They aim to raise US$5 million.   
Their French counterparts are not far behind.  Their project started last June. Thanks to 
Veolia, they have travelled to Boston to observe the American organisation and 
communication strategy.  They have also initiated a series of meetings with experts in order 
to improve their knowledge in the fields of environment, energy, architecture, etc.  This work 
will enable them to create the project requirements; construction work is due to start in 2012.  
The 2011 edition of 'Les Respirations' will be the occasion for the American students to 
travel to France.  This journey will mark the beginning of the 'Use your school as a tool' 
campaign to promote aware ness about sustainable development around the world.  
The project designed by these young French and American students goes beyond the 
renovation of their school. It is an opportunity for these teenagers to show leadership skills 
in an ambitious, eco-friendly and international project.  
Watch an NBC report about Boston Latin School at www.lesrespirations.com 
 
*Boston Latin School is the oldest public school in the United-States.  Founded in 1635, 
each year around 40 of its students are accepted to Harvard University.  
"GREEN JOBS"  
"Les Respirations" intend to demonstrate that green growth is a reality. That is why we are 
asking our partners, government officials and various organisations to consider this 
symposium as the perfect opportunity to offer job opportunities in eco-related industries. All 
job offers and levels of qualification are involved, from road maintenance or R&D 
engineering to installation of solar panel or maintenance of wind farms, etc. 
 


